Threat Assessment Template
This document should be used as a starting point for areas to consider during threat assessment.  This should not limit other sources of information that may be invaluable in assessing a threat.

Date:_________________ Person Reporting Threat:__________________________

Date of Threat: ___________________ Time:_______________

Intended Targets/Victims:______________________________________

Exact wording and nature of the threat: 
Direct Threat:  Identifies a specific act against a specific target and is delivered in a straightforward, clear, and explicit manner:  “I am going to place a bomb in the building.”

Indirect Threat:  Tends to be vague, unclear, or ambiguous.  The plan, the intended victim, the motivation, and other aspects of the threat are masked or equivocal:  “If I wanted to, I could kill everyone in this building”.  Violence is implied but tentatively “if I wanted to” and suggests a violent act COULD occur not that it WILL occur.

Veiled Threat:  Strongly implies but does not explicitly threaten violence.  “We would be better off without you around anymore” clearly hints at a possible violent act, but leaves it to the potential victim to interpret the message and give a definite meaning.

Conditional Threat: Warns that a violent act will happen unless certain demands or terms are met:  “If you don’t pay me one million dollars, I will place a bomb in the building”
	PRESUMPTIVE INDICATORS

	LOW LEVEL:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Threat is vague and indirect

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Information within the threat is inconsistent, implausible or lacks detail

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Threat lacks realism

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Content suggests person is unlikely to carry it out
	MED LEVEL:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Threat is more direct and more concrete than a low-level threat

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Wording suggests threatener has given some thought to how the act will be carried out.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General indication of a possible place and time (but not a detailed plan)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Strong indication the threatener has taken preparatory steps, although there may be some veiled reference or ambiguous or inconclusive evidence pointing to that possibility—an allusion to a book or movie that shows the planning of a violent act, or a vague, general statement about the availability of weapons.

  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Specific statement seeking to convey that the threat is not empty:  “I’m serious!” or “ I really mean this!”
	HIGH LEVEL

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Direct, specific and plausible

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Threat suggests concrete steps have been taken toward carrying it out, for example, statements indicating that the threatener has acquired or 

practiced with a weapon or has had the victim under surveillance.

“At 8 am tomorrow morning I intend to shoot the boss.  That’s when he is in his office by himself.  I have a 9mm.  Believe me, I know what I am doing.  I am sick and tired of the way he runs this business.”


